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Who was (is) Jesus?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?

1. The reliability of NT documents (criteria of authenticity)
2. Who did Jesus claim to be? How did he prove his
claims?
3. Facts and evidence for Jesus' resurrection
Theories and hypotheses to explain the evidence

You can watch the recording of this session on YouTube at
youtube.com/@defendersapologetics

Questions? Email us: defendersapologetics@gmail.com
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TEXTUAL
CRITICISM

—> the study of historical documents
with the goal of learning the
original meaning and authenticity
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Imagine you've just discovered an ancient piece
of papyrus with text written on it about Jesus..
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HISTORICAL FIT

The incident fits in known historical facts of
the time and place.

INDEPENDENT, EARLY
SOURCES

The incident is related in multiple sources,
which are near to the time when the
incident is said to have occurred and which
don't rely on each other or on a common
source.

EMBARASSMENT

The incident is awkward or unproductive
for the early Christian church.
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DISSIMILARITY

The incident is unlike earlier Jewish ideas
and/or unlike later Christian ideas.

SEMITISMS

Traces of Hebrew or Aramaic language
(spoken by Jesus' countrymen) appear in
the story.

COHERENCE

The incident fits in with the facts already
established about Jesus.
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New Testament Homer
(The lliad & The
Odyssey)

DEFENDERS APO[LOCGETICS

ali e o
( X ‘:}‘;
A
%

.

Suetonius
(Roman history)






THE R}, (s 18], | OF
CHRISTIANI ‘R

1 Corinthians 15:12-19
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WHICH OF THESE FACTS SEEMS
MOST CONVINCING TO YOU?

Which do you suppose a non-believer
might find most compelling?
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WHICH NATURALISTIC EXPLANATION
DO YOU SUSPECT IS MOST POPULAR?

Which of the facts do you think a denier would
most want to reject? How would you respond?
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